









































Pablo the pit bull came into my life while 
I was working as a veterinary assistant. His 
owners had left him chained up in their yard 
with another pit bull, and the other dog’s 
chain had wrapped around Pablo’s leg and 
gotten embedded into his flesh. We had to 
use bolt cutters to get it off.
Despite being in horrendous pain, Pablo 
sat peacefully in our laps while we tried to 
save his leg, giving us kisses. When it became 
clear the leg had to be amputated and that it 
was going to cost a lot of money, his owners 
basically abandoned him at the vet clinic. 
It was an expensive surgery (close to 
$2,000), and to raise funds I created a web-
site, uploaded photos I had taken of Pabs, and 
wrote up his story. I reposted it on Facebook, 
emailed everyone I knew, and had funds 
pouring in from as far away as Washington 
state (I’m in Georgia). Pablo has friends and 
fans all over! More than 60 people contrib-
uted—most of whom I had never met. 
Afterward, I fostered him for about six 
months. He got along great with my two 
other dogs—a rescued pug and a rescued pit 
mix—but I just couldn’t afford to have three 
dogs at the time. 
Giving him up was especially difficult be-
cause we had such a bond, and I wanted to 
make sure I had found him a great adopter. 
Then I met Ryan Cleary, Pablo’s new dad, at 
my current rescue group’s 4th Annual Bully 
Education Rally. Ryan had rescued two pits 
from a fighting bust and fostered and volun-
teered with pit bulls. He genuinely loves Pablo 
almost as much as me.
—Jillian Udelson, 
Atlanta Underdog Initiative, 
Atlanta, Ga.
Send us a great picture of an animal who 
came into your care, and tell us: What 
made them particularly special? Was it the 
perfect adoption—or a tricky one? Did they 
come from a harrowing cruelty case? Was 
it something funny about their behavior, 
or were they just so unusual-looking you’ll 
never forget them?
We’ll contact you for details, and we’ll 
feature your photo and story in Animal 
Sheltering. Photos must be at least 300 dpi 
at 5-by-7 inches and at least 1MB and no 
more than 5MB. Go to animalsheltering.org/
unforgettable to submit.
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